
9 

Enrolling Clerk; A. B. Burleson, Sergeant-at-Arms, nnd Levi 
Peuningtnn, Doorkreper. 

~1r. (-h1ge introdnc,·cl a hill to provide for the construction of 
the Mississippi uncl Pacific Railrnud ; rend first time. 

011 motinn uf Mr. Tarlor, the Senate adjnumed lllltil 9 o'clor.k 
to-morrow morning. 

'\V1rnNESDAY, November 9, 1853. 
The Senate was cuili,<l to order by the President p11r~uaut to 

udjonrllllll'-lll-roll cal!ed-q11or11m pre~e1,t. 
The journal ofyestcrd,1y was rend and adopted. 
Jl,,Ir. Arrn,;1.rong pre,e!lltd the mP1110ria! of E. 1-t Barton, con. 

testing tbe feat of Edwin B. Scarboro11gh, and moved tbnt ~aid 
me111orial be rcfrrr~d to the romrnitte!1 ou Privileges a11d Elec-
tions; r111-riEd. -

1\lr. WeatLerford oiforcd the f.-.llo\\'tlJo resolntion: 
ltesohwl, 'T'lrnt the Gommi~siouer or"the Ge11eral LaDtl Office 

br, and he is hereby re(Jnested lo inform this body whetlwr or no 
tl~e Texns f:mi_gration Ln1,d Cr,mpnny, or I heir tn1stf'1•s or ae·e11ts,_ 
ha\'e filed iu 1he L·111doffice of lite State, the relt'asc to the Stnte, 
as required in '' nu act snpplf!rnentary tn an n~t rdatinl! 10 ln11ds 
in Pe1ers' Colony, npprovt:d Febrnary 10th, 1852,"passed by the 
fourth Le!,(i~latnre at 1h1:1_Extra Se~sion ol 1S53. 

Mr. 1\rrnstro1,g- introdncr.d a bill to nsceitain forfoiteu and cs• 
chP.ated lrmds; t"ead first time. 

)Ir. Armstrong iHtl'ndnced a bill to repenl the 90th and 91st 
sectinns of au ac'i to reoulu:e proceec1in<>s in the district courts: 

~ ;:i, , 

read first tirrw. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bi:! to provide for the con-trnciior! of the Missis~ipppi nnd 
Pacific Rail mad ; read secolld ttme, nnd, on mo lion of J[r. Tar­
lor, rnferred 10 the cNnmittee 011 In tenrnl lmproveme11 ts, and 
two hnudred copies ordtnPd to he printed. 

Resolution relative to the election of r.Jrnplain ; read, nud 
adopted by the following vote: 

YEAs- Mcssrs. Allen, Bryan, Durst, Edwnrds, Guinn, Hill, 
Holland, Jow~rs, Kyle, Lott, Martin, Millicn11 , Newman, Potier, 
Scnrboron12 h, Scott, 'l'ay!or nnd V{hit.ikor-18. 

NAYS-Mes~rs. A m:strong-, Burks, DontH', Gago, Hart, :Oic­
Anel ly, McDade, Paschal, Sublett, Sllperviele and Weatlier­
ford-11. 

Nominotions being in order, Mr. Hollnnd nominated the Rev. 
John W. Phillips. 
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The ballot being taken, Mr. Phillips received nineteen votes; 
Mr. Smitlr two votes. 

Mr. Phillips having received a majority of all the votes, was 
decl[lred elflcted. 

Mr. Sublett presented the following communication: 

Aus'rtN, Novemlier 9, 1S53. 

To the Hon. Senate of tlM State of Tewa8 : 
GF.NTLEMEN: lam directed by Milam Lodge, No. 23, 1. 0. 

0. :F., of the C:ity of Austin, to 1ende1 to you the use of their new 
hall on Pecan street, nn1il the new Capitol shall be ready for 
your reception. 

Respectfu II y, 
S. G. HAYNIE, Secretary. 

Ou motion of Mr. Brynn, said commuuication was referred lo 
the committee on Public B11ildi11gs. 

The motion ol Mr. Lott, that the Doorkeeper he authorized to 
employ some person to assist him, provided the sume does uot 
exci-,ed the sum of dollars per day; read. 

Mr. Lott mov.ed to fill the blank with three; M.r. McAnelly 
moved to fill it wi1h one. 

The rnrition to fill 1he blank with three cnrried. 
'I'h~ motion W[IS 1!1PU carried by 1he following vole: 
YEAs.-Mcssrs. Dnrst, G!i,ge, Guiun, Hart, Hill, Holland, 

Kyle, Lntt, :MMtin,.~Iillican, Newman, Scarborollgh, Scott, Tny­
lor and Whilaker-15. 

NAYS-Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Brynn, Burks, Doane, Ed­
wards, Jower;:, McAnelly, !lfcDacle, ·Paschal, Poller, Sublett, Su­
pervicle and W catherford- l 4. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the committee on Pnhlic Ruilding-s 
were instructed to inq•iire iuto the. condition of the 11ew capitol, 
nn d re fJM t. 

On motion of 1\fr. Kyle, the Senate took I\ recess until 11 
o'clock. 

R•·cuss having expired, the Senate was called to order-roll 
called-qnornm pre:.1Pilt. 

On motion of :Mr. Gaze, the Senate concurred in the amend­
ment nf the House to I lie resolutiou of the Senate, concerning the 
election of a P ublic Printer. 

011 motion of Mr. Lott, the Senate repaired to the House of 
Represeutatives, in 11ccordance with their invitation, for the pur­
po~e of hea1i1w the Governor's Message rend. 

The Message of the Governor was read1 and is as follows: 



GOVERNOR'S l\fESSAG.E. 

EXECUTIVE DEFlRTJIENT, STlTE OF TEXAS, l 
Austin, Norcmber 9, 1853, I 

Gentlemen of tlw ScJnate and IIouse ef Rep1·e8entati•ve8: 
It aifonls me much gratification tC' he cnahled to felicitate the 

Reprnsentali ,·es of the people and onr fellow-citizens at large 
upon the happy an,;;pices under which yon have nssernblecl in 
the dis~han9~ of your ~onst.itntiona~ r~uties. I~ iR now seventeen 
year;, s111ce lcxas achtel'ed her pos1t10n as an mdcl'endent pow­
er ; and eight yeari, have 1iassc<l inrny since slie voluntarily 
yielded her nationality in urder to itlcntit:r lier fortunes with . 
the great Amcriean Union. At 110 period of her el'entful and 
inten.:stiug history, cit.her pri,w or suuscqnent to the trnusfor, 
has her government aml citizen;; pusscsscd snch alrn11dant c:L11sc 
for congraJtt'l:ttion. 

A reference to tlie past is not deemed irmppropriate. 
The noble effort of th0 small patriutic !Jund directed to tlie 

establishment and perfection of free ci\'il i11stltutiu1is over tliis 
highlj' favored nnfom of tl1e e:u-tli, thongl1 retarded nnd well 
11i~h foiled for a seric,i CJt' years, are 1ww awarded everywhere 
a ju;_-t considorntion. Tl1c ~rand political drama in whidi tl1ey 
were eu~aged lia\·iug closef.l so brillialltly, followed by n train 
ot results the most astonis\ii11g on the pages nf hi~tory, I am 
satisfied, an1l feel a, jn,t pride in the co11viction tha1 the pnrtici­
f>aturs in the ~reat rnea,mres which wrought tl1ese in.vortaut 
1s,mcs, derive rnore snti~faction from the helief that their volun­
tll'v s,1crifices and labor3 have seemed iucstirn:tble ble~sing,:; to 
th;se who are to SCCUI"~ tliem, tliau from any hope, or selfish 
desire, tu obtain imrne<l·iate rewanh comme11snrate with those 
~acrific:es and labors. Their example will staucl forth in all 
time to come, a beacon light and a hope to the oppre3sc<l. . of 
e~·e1-y land. 

If the experiment of revolution was successful, and fran~ht 
with consequences that have excited the interest, wouder_and 



12 

admiration of old and well establislted powers, our proliationa­
ry form as a State of the Union has not heeH less fortunate. 
Possessing a geographical supedice of nearly 215,000 square 
miles, much tlie g1·eatcr portion of which contains, in an emi­
nent degree, all the e,-se11tial elements for sustaining a dense 
popnlatio11, and with a salubrity of climate rnrel_y r,urpassed, 
tlw diversified production of tl1e most fiwo1·ed country will 
here reward the liusbm1drnan: \vhilc the laborer, the rneciin .. nie, 
the :wtism1 and the enterprising miin alrcauy find a rich field 
for t.lie pnrsuit of tliei1· respL,dive Yoc:.itions. A 1wpnlntion 
nurnheriug, at the lowest cstnuate, two hundred thousand; in­
telligent, industrious aud l:iw abiding; wit.Ii a sweeping tide of 
irnmi;;ration from the old wodd and froin the sister States; 
many of wltom bring with them to their uew homes the ability, 
intelligence aud scmrH.l political aud SCICial pri11ciples nececS!ll')' 
to c11nstitnte them trnly valm.ble iicqnisitfous, will in a few 
yea1·s giYe us envial,le r:mk mnc,ng 011r older sisters. 

Si1perndd to this om· settled policy an..i Hbilit.y to discharge 
at once, anrl in good faith onr entire revolutionary debt., leavii1g 
thereaftt.,r a surplus for thtl edncntion c,f tl1c youth oft.he coun­
try and the <levclopement of 1t., nist agricnltnral and minci·al 
resource.;;, the qncstion 1iatnrally prcsc-uts itPclt'.-What count­
ry, in ancient or moch,rn times ever actp1ired a tenitc,ry of such 
magnitude and value, and the same amount. of solid adnm­
tages 1 

1n this regard Texns st:i.ncls without a rh·nl. 
I may Le pennitte<l further to ndd, :rn<l I flatter rnyself with 

yonr hearty co11cnneuce, that the physical stren/!th acquired 
by our State, hy the ra11i<l uccnmulation of numbers, has not 
far outstI"ipped the ratio of hc.r moral clerntiun. The time 
when the name Texas was n. hy-woI"d and a reproach, is yet 
fresh in JOm· memories: when brigand, roLber, mnrclerer, refu­
gee, were synonymcs wit.Ji Texas. But the judgment rendered 
by ignorance and mnlico l1as been revcI"sccl, and we now stand 
pi·ondly before the world, "redeemed, reg:cneratecl, and disen. 
thralled." 

You will pardon me, gentlemen, for these preliminary re­
marks, wlten I summons j°•ou to consider the proper <le<luctions 
from tbern. 

If we ltal'e passed Rnccessfully through rcvolntion, and ob­
tained a. pricehiss trophy in the acqui,,it.ion of this fair la11d,­
if our country enjoys the blessings of peace, geueral health and 
vrosperit_y,-it in proportion to our physical growth an~l indus­
trial achievements, we likewise possess eminent religwus ad~ 
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vantages and g1·eatly improved moral tendencies, it fo 1)ecanse 
a ki11J and beneficent Creator has vouchsafed to us l1is fatherly 
kindness and mernies; and in tliis connection, I desire you to 
unite with me, in all the sincerity of grateful heal'ts, in suppli­
cating hiii aid, so that yonr delil>crations and counsels may be 
conducted to :i wise and succe~sfol tenninati,m. 

In tile brief em1mc1·ation of some of the aclvantnges we pos­
sess, the mind is natnrnlly led. into a cmrent of pleas.ant asso­
ciations. This I must intennpt for a morne11t. Vlithin the 
last fe\\" months thl\ sable mcssenger-Detith, has laid his hand 
heavily upon aevcnil of ou1· Atlantic cities and towns, and oth­
er::1 udjacc11t thereto, carr_ying desolation and woe amongst the 
habitations of onr countrymen. In his iusatiate progress he has 
swept over some of 0111· own coast towns., cln.iinin~, as his vie 
tim,;, m:rny of our 111ost 1rnloved and estccmeJ. citizens. Dnty 
and inclination i\like call upon us to expre;;s onr deep regret 
fo1· tlie lamented <lead ; and onr heartfelt condolence with their 
snrvivin~ relatives an<l frienda. Our especial tlw,uk,;; P..re due 
to tlte Alrnigl1t,· for his kind c:ue and consiuerntion in exclud­
ing the dre:1Jt'ltl sconrge from our inland towns and country. 
lfa_y his all-powerful a,1•:u stay this pestilellcc. 

In th~ communication which I have the honor to address to 
the Legislature on the present occosion, it occms to mei that it 
will be most consonant with _your views, and cqnnlly snbrnrvo 
the public intel'cst~ to limit m,rsclf to subjects clearly of im­
mediate and pressing importance. The various contingencies 
during my administ ration which gave rise to the 11ecessit_y of 
conYenin:; the Legislative bo<lies, furnished the Executirc with 
ample opportunities fol' elabomti11g liis ,·iews and making rc­
commcnd,ttions upon the many prollliuent leading qnestions 
connected with our State affairs. To ])resent tht•se subjects 
agnin in foll, would be but occupying gronnd J)l'e\·iously as­
sumer! and nnnccessai·ily con5nrniug yonr time. It will be my 
main object, therei~ire1 tu entleavor to give a plain but explicit 
statement of the operations of the government since tlic last 
biennial session, not doubting but that the unfinis!Jed bills npon 
your tables, the various suggestions in m _y form er message un­
acted upon, and the several recommendations contained in this 
commuuicution, together with snch local matters as your own 
judgment.; may suggest, will fully occupy your time, until the 
inaugurntion of my successor. 

The subject of n. railroad to the Pacific ocean, is one that is 
now engrossing the attention of every part of our widely 8prcad 
Union. To none is it.s location fraught with more impo1fant 



consequences than to our own State. and I tLcreforc an-ai . 
briefly, bnt most earnestly, recommend it to yonr serious 

0
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sideration. 
The General Government l1as so far recognised this measure 

as one of national importance and noce3sit,r, as to m:ike rm av­
pi-opriation fo1· the survey of three distinct routes, with the 
v:iew of ascertaining th~t which !s most advantageous and p1·ac­
t1cahle. The snrvev ot some ot these routes has not yet been 
completed. It is bclic:ved, however, that enongh is lm'own, de­
rived frvm the investigations thus far made, to satisfy the vuhlic 
mind that n. sonthcrn route recommends itself to g-enernl favor 
hy every consideration of 11atio1rnl advantage. It is n. mntter 
of serious regret that the route leading from the Mis.sissipvi 
rive1· throngh Texas, slwnld not have been selected 1Ls one of 
those h) be surrnyed an<l reported on to the next Cong1·ess, 

The omission to came a reconnoisancc lo be made in n. more 
sontheru pa,rallel, has been cunstrued hy many as lHwing it­
origin in the existence of an nndne bias, entertained by the 
pre,;e11t Administration for a more northern rontc. In this 
opinion I do not cvncur, being satisfied that when the time for 
acl'ion arrives, it will be found assuming patriotic and purely 
national ground. 

F1·om my own knowledge of the conn try, and from infoi·ma­
tion receh·ecl from the most rel iahle sonrces, l am convinced 
that by fo.r the best track will be fonnd to be from :Memphis, 
or some other point below on the Missi,,sippi, entering our State 
about the :32ud degree of north )atitn(le, nnd pnl'suing- that line 
to El Paso, or its nei~lthc)r!iood ; thence in t.hc direction of the 
ht>:ul waters of the Gila rivP.r, and down the same by tbe most 
pr::i.cticahle route to San Diego 011 the Pacific. This is tlie 
route that nature indicates hy features so apparent tLat neither 
party hias nor suctional interests can conceal them. Even in 
tho most ri()'orous winters there would be no snows nor ice 
sufticient tode1a_y or obstrnct tlio )HOgress of completing the 
ro:id, or at any time to interrupt its regular comn1trnicA.tion, 
nearly the entire route; lrnt JXtrt.icularly thut portion betweeri 
the Mississippi and the Rio G nLnde wonld pnss through n mild 
and ~cnial climate, over a country level, or gently undnlati11g, 
and rich and beuutiful as any c,n the North American Continent . 

.. With tl1e gl'erit adva11ta/!estlrns flffordccl her by nature, would 
it not be n. species of mridncss (Ill the part of Texas, to disregard 
her rich boon, and allow tho o;)r,rt11nity to pass by without 
using overy exertion to accomplish an enterprise more stupen-
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dous in its results than any which has hitherto engaged tl1e at­
tention of mankind 1 

A railroad between the waters of the Atlantic and Paci.fie 
oceans, npon the track indicated, will go far to divert the com­
merce of the world from its ancient channels. The wealth of 
California, China l\nd the Indies, instead of passing to Europe 
and the United States by long 11.nd hazttrdous voyages thl'ough 
the Indian and Pacific oceans, around Capes Hom and Good 
Hope, would pour in a ceaseless tide over this great national 
highway, passin,!?' through the entire breadth of our State, and 
be shipped to all parts of the commercial world from the great 
Atlantic and Gnlfports of our Union. Every State would be 
in some dep;ree benefitted by its existence, but tu Texas the ad­
vantages would be incalculab1e. Her pnblic domain lying 
north and west of her present populated limits, now wnste, ana 
comparatively worthless, wonld, in n short period, be densely 
inhabited; the value ot' real e~tnte throughout her whole length 
and breadth, would be vastly enhanced, and all the res<lnrces 
of the Stnte, agricultural, commercinl and mineral, be developed 
with wonde1ful rapidity. To specify one striking source of 
revenue of the many which 1he farming intet·eets of the State 
would derive from the construct.ion of this road, I will only 
mention that growing out of the production ofwheaf. It is well 
established, from successful experiment, that there is an exten­
sive tract of country in our State, lying on both sides of the 
proposed route, admirably adapted to the cnltivarion of this, 
~iow to be ranked among-st one of llie great staple productions; 
and in a latitnde where this grain ripens from three to six weeks 
earlier than it does in other portions of the Union. It is there­
fore obvious that Texas could export a vast amount of flour in 
advaT1ce of t1ny other quarter of the United States, and thus to 
the extent of her capacity lo grow and rnttnnfacture this artic1e, 
monopolise the wheat mnrket of tl1e United States and of 
Europe. 

To secure the construction of this great work through the 
limits of our State, nothing- more is wanting, in my 01,inion, 
than a liberal donation of our public domoin to such a rP.spon­
sihle company as mny be able to give sufficient guaranties of 
their ability to commence and complete the same within a rea­
sonable period. And to r1:1nder the measure as little objectiona­
ble as possible, I would suggest that a certain p ortion of 1he 
stock of the company be divided into small shares, and that tbe 
privilege of subscribing for them be secured to tbe citi1.ens of 
the State, to the exclusion of all others, for a limited period, say 
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for ninety days after the sn bsci·iption books sbnll J,ave been 
open!..ld, Under such provisions, if onr citizens !!honld refuse, 
01' fail to avail themselves ofso liLeral au oportnnity, they conld 
uot afterward;; corn plain of a monopoly by 1wn-resident capital­
ists, who, I am M1rc, "·ill not long w1dena1e tlw adq.ntages of 
the entel'pri;r,e or the Yalnc of ou1· laud;,, 

Attcr the ,mrn:y of the several routes proYicled for by Cou­
<•ress sliall have been made and reporter! on, a vrot.ractecl and 
~;.;:c.iting discussion, engendered by sectional feeling$ and di­
ver.;e views, will, 110 doubt, ensue, ns to their respectivoadvan­
tac,es :md disadvantnl!;es, and the coust.itutional ri~ht of the 
G~vcrnment to con;;t'rnct tlte road. Ildore this c'ontroYersv 
can be settled, if it be i;.ettlcd nt :di, I conlident.!y belie\·e t.bat 
Texas, in co-operation with soll1e of her siste1·Statcs in t.1:c sonth 
aud west, can furnish snfi:icient inducements to secure the im­
me<liat.e c<,mmcncement of tke work upon the rc,ute I h[lve iudi­
cated, and command the great prize for which tl1P. uorthern

1 
middle and St)nthern sectiuns are so ca!.('.erlv coutcmding. 

The.n to effect this inapprecin,blc obj~tt, ·let your wisclom and 
energies be promptly d irccted. So fat· as the interests of om 
beloved State ara involved, thei·c is not hing sectional or loc.il 
associ,ited with tliis great work. It,; benefits will be felt nnd 
acknowfodgecl by ali within its limits, aud e,·cry branch of in­
dustry will be stimnbti~d and eucmmtged. Sliould partid or 
sectional feelings be found to arise in yonr deliberatious npon 
this subject, let me beseech you, as lcgi~lators for a ;;reat and 
growiu~ State, to discard them, and kit yonr net ions be cl,arac­
terised by au enlightened patti<)li-:-m uml au culnrgcd and libe­
ral policy. 

In view of the foct thn.t none of tLc propose<l routes for tl,e 
Pacific and Atlantic railway, whose stu·1·ey lias been directed 
by tLe General Congress, will cro3s tliis State, I would, tbere­
forc, stron;;ly rcconunend that steps be taken, at an early day, 
to make a snrn;y of such routes within this State as shall be 
deemed :i.dvis~blc; and that yonr Ifonorable Bodies make a 
suitable appropriation to cover the expenses connected with the 
surveys so dircded to be made. · 

In recomme.ndi11g so earnes tly as I have done this great work, 
I would not be regarded as overlookiug other cnterp~·iscs neces­
sa.n• to connect our Gulf coast with all proper points. For I 
regard the connection of the Gulf with the interior portions of 
the State and other parts of the Union, as secondary only in 
importance to the gre,1t connecting link between the Atlantic 
nnd Pacific oceans. 
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·Already some twenty or more chnrt-ers l1ave been granted by 
the State Government for raill'oad purposes; and, eo far as I 
am advised, with few exceptions beyond ·the one hereafter 
mentioned, they have been unattended with the practical re­
sults anticipated, notwithstauding the liberal inducements offer­
ed. under the rrovisions of these different charters, about 
twenty millions of acres of the pnblicdomain have been condi­
tionally appropriated. It is now quite certain that but two or 
three roads, at farthest, will be constructed under these charters, 
and yet this amount of public land if,, for the time being, tied 
up, and rendered useless to the country, with the still more h:.­
jurious tendency of delaying works of great public 11tility, by 
driving real capitalists from the field. 

Consideration of these facts has convinced me that in our 
zeal for internal improvements, we have heretofore granted 
railroad charters too indiscriminately, and I may say irnprovi­
dently. 

I therefore recommend that no Railroad Company shall be 
incorporated except such as are clearly of primary importance to 
an extensive section of the State; and which would give the 
satest guarantee of its ability to faithfully comply with the 
terms of the charters. 

Although the charters granted to them were liberal in their 
provisions, I re~et to say they have, with some exceptions 
remained as a ctead letter upon our statute book; and that the 
results ha'l'e fallen far short of the expectations concieved at 
the time they were granted. It affords me pleasure, however, . 
to be enabled to inform you that the 'Buffalo Bayou, BrazoB 
and Colorado Company' have already completed the first twen­
ty miles of their road. This section lias been examined by a 
competent engineer, Rose, Esq., appoillted for that purpose, 
and found to haYe been executed in uccordance with the terms 
of the chart.er; and certificates for the amount of land to 
which the Company was entitled have been issued in their 
favor. It is understood that another section of this road is now 
in a forward state of progress. The Company lias set an exam­
ple of enterprise and pnblic spirit worthy of the highest com­
rnendation, and it will doubt.less baYe a stimulating effect upou 
like enterprises in our State. It is also understood that one or 
two other companies have portions of their roads under con­
tract, or have given assumuces that they would shortly be eua­
bled to commence them. 

While I would advise you to foster and encourage, by every 
legitimate and proper means, the railroad enterprises already, 

B 
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or hereafter to he chartered, with the view of connecting tho 
interior of ou1· State with the Gulf coast, I wish you to under• 
stand, that the recommendation is confined solely to such roads 
as commence and terminate at judicious points; to such as 
will be of manifest utility, and for the completion of which 
the most satisfactory assmances may be given. 

The whole subject of intenrnl jm1Jro,·emcnts now creating 
so deep an interest in every portion of the State, will doubtkss 
he presented again for your consideration by my successor i11 
office. His recent canvass of the State will have enabled him 
to ascertain the pnblic sentiment in relation to it, which, aided 
by his own enlightened reflection and judgment, will, I am 
assured, result in wise suggestions and wholesome recommen­
dations. I therefore submit the subject to your Honorable 
Bodies without entering further into its details. 

In reference to Indian policy and the protection of the settle­
ments on our western frontier, so mucli bas been said in the 
seve1·al general and special messages that I have had the honor 
to address to the Legislature during my administration, that I 
feel it a work ofsnpererogation to renew my ap1rnal to your 
Honorable Bodies, and nothing but the imperious nature of the 
subject would induce me to make this, my final effort, in too 
hope that something may be devised, something may be done 
towards effectually relieving the General aud State Govern­
ments from an incubus that bas pressed upon them heavily for 
years, towards effectually securing the life and prosperity of 
the settler, the existence and pacific deportment of the Indians. 

The system of military defence hitherto pursned by th~ Gen­
eral Government, though assisted by the strenuous eftorts of 
tlLe Indian :Bureau at \Vashington City, has evidently been 
inadequate to the task of rep1·essing Indian murders and depi·e­
dations. The vast extent of cotlntry to be protected, the im­
mediate contiguity of trackless wastes over which the feet of 
white rnen rarely if ever tread, the numerous fastnesses and 
1ilaces of retreat known only to the savage, the cunnin~ of the 
Indian in all his offensive operations, the fleetness with which 
when pressed he can fly from his pursuer, his hardihood, a11d 
capability of enduring under extremes of starvation and fatigue, 
and tLe unsuitable nature of the military material that bas 
been employed by the General GoYermn~nt to carry out their 
policy, must convince everv thinking mind that no hope cau 
be reasonably entertained ofa change for the better until a11 
alteration in the system has been effected, and additional means 
enjoyed to accompljsh the encl. 
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From time to time the nttention of the Executive has been 
drawn to distressing appeals for succor and military aid by 
petitions numerously and most respectably signed, supported 
by affidavits of the deplorable situation in which the petition­
ers were placed; and this Department has anxiously, though 
thus far delnsively, l1oped to arrest their recurrence, by devising 
some means that would secure their defenceless situation from 
the marauding savage. Without means, the employment· of 
Rangers was in most cases impracticable; and, a:though the 
responsibility of calling three companies of that class of troops 
into the service of the State, was fonnd to be absolutely .and 
unavoidably necessary to Erevent the total destruction of the 
settlements on the Lower Rio Gmnde, still the peculiar situa­
tion of those on the Upper Rio Grande rendered it impossible 
to extend to them similar assistance, and they consequently 
have been, and still are suffering the lamentable results. 

Of all the portions of the frontier that have needed military 
aid and p1·otection, the county of El Paso stands foremost; and, 
stra11ge to say, with the greatest necessities and the least jus­
tification, she has been the most neglected. When the rights 
of the State were jeopardized; when the most disastrous conse­
quences would have inevitably ensued, had she not averted, by 
decisive action, the threatened blow; when all around her was 
anarchy, confusion and revolt, with the howl of the murderous 
savage and the groaus 0f his dying victim incessantly ringing 
in her cars; she, regardless of her situation, forgetfol of her 
wrongs, stood, as she now stands, true to Ler colors and her 
country, tl1ough spnrned by the General Government, aband­
oned l>y the State, and neglected by all. 

The principal embarrassment that th~ Indi~n Bureau appear 
to have felt m tl1e conduct of lier pohcy with regard to the 
Indians of Texas, 11as been the want of some suitable locality 
for them within the confines of the State. This matter was 
freely discussed in a recent conference with Major R. S. Neigh­
bors, the United States Superintending Indian Agent tor Texas; 
nnd he strongly urged the importaMe of some - steps, on the 
pµrt of thi~ State, whereby such an arrangement could be 
effected. The Executive, coinciding with the opinion of the 
Agent, had in view the '' J oiut Resolution concerning Indian 
boundaries," approved February 16th, 1852, in which the 
Legislatnre had made provision, under certain restrictions, t.o 
meet this exigency; but the Department conceiving this reso­
lution contemplated that tlie General Government would take 
the preliminary steps in the matter, and no official action there-



20 

on at Washington City bavin~ reached the Department until 
the receipt of a communication from the Secretary of War; 
.mder date of the 19th ultimo, in reference to the subject, (a 
copy of which is transmitted herewith, marked A.) The Exe­
eutive deemed it advisable to defer any movement in the mat­
ter until the meeting of your Honorable Bodies, for several 
cogent 1·easoos; and, a.mon~ them may be mentioned, the want 
-0f necessary knowledge ot the Northwestern portion of the 
State, owing to its not having been surveyed, to enable him to 
make a proper and advantao-eous selection; and the great lia­
bility that any section under such circumstances would be 
foand to conflict with private localitions which haYe been so 
numerously made in that section since the passage of the Joint 
Resolution e,bove referred to. 

The Department having m.n.ture]y considered the whole field 
that this important subject presents, and folly conscious of it.a 
bearing upon the growing interests of the State at home and 
abroad, would, therefore, recommend that your Honorable 
Bodies give the necessary authority to the General Go,rernment 
tor the temporary occupation of a certain district of the State, 
as shall be deemed best adapted for that purpose, and which 
will not conflict with existing private claims, nor any contcw­
pla.ted route for the Pacific Railroad; designating the tract, or 
district, by metes and bounds; aud, stipulating, that the dis­
trict so occupied shall revert to the State so soon as the General 
Government shall be able to effect more permanent arrange­
ments for the final disposition of the Indian tribes in Tex.as. 
Humanity loudly demands that something of this kind should 
be done as a provision for the poo1· Indian, who now has m, 
other alternative left than to perish by famine or the sword; who, 
goaded to desperation at the loss of hnnting grounds that fur­
nished his forefathers with subsistence, and year after year 
_driven further aud further, by remorseless fate, from fertility t(, 

barrenness, fec1s that the existence of the white ra.ce sounds the 
lmell of extinction to l1is own. 

The report of the State Treasurer for the fiscal y ear ending 
Oct. 31, 1853, marked B, is rnbmitted to your honorable bodie~ 
as a very satisfactory and lucid statement of the transactions 
of his office during that period, and the present situation of the 
Treasury, which contains the large amount of $3,966,125 OS, 
independent of $80,285 2-7 lJelonging to the General School 
Fund, notwithstanding the heavy drafts that had been made 
upon it under appropriation by the former Le:;islature for the 
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construction of the State Capitol and other large public build_. 
inus. 

'The increasing amount of the General School Fund; so wise­
ly established by the framers of the Constitution, is also a 
source of ~ratification ; it will, doubtless, in the course of a few 
years, aflcird the means for the accomplishment of immense 
good in a judicious distribution for the education of' the youn,g. 
Every item in the Treasurer's Report is a matter of interest to 
your growin~ country, and the ability displayed by that officer 
in the disclmrge of his onerous duties deserves the highest com­
mendation. 

'l'hc able Report of the Co,umissioner of the General Land 
Office, herewith submitted, and marked C, laya before your 
Honorable Bodies, in a clear and comprehensive manner, the 
present condition and the future requirements of that important 
branch of the State Government; and having minutely exam­
ined its details and suggestions, I cannot too strongly urge the 
recommendation that steps be taken, by a proper increase of 
the clerical force of his office, to enable the Commissioner to 
keep pace with public expectation and his dnties. Justice to 
sucT1 an efficient officer renders it necessary that he should be 
relieved; and I feel A.ssured tbat the Legislature will, with 
pleasure, take early action on the subject. • 

Among other items relative to the landed interests of the 
State that this Report contains, I perceive that the estimated 
number of acres constituting the present residue of the public 
domain, after deducting every clo.im known to exist, is 102,740,-
301. This large body of unlocated land forms a valuable basis, 
upon which, by judicious managemtint, the future welfare of 
of tl1e State can be securely founded. 

Taking into consideration the rapid absorbtion of all the 
choice lands by prirnte location, I would also recommend that 
an appropriation be made, at the present session, for the loca­
tion and survey of the balance of the fifty leagues set apart for 
two Universities as an endowment by an act of the late Repu b­
lie, in order that those institutions may reap the full benefit of 
the grant made to them under that wii!e and liberal eniictment. 

Tranijmitted herewith marked D, I have also the honor to 
lay before your Honorable Bodies the biennial Report of the 
Adjutant Genernl, which, with its accompanying statements, 
contains a succinct and clear exhibit of the business of his of-
fice since the last regular meeting of the Lecrislature. . 

Taking into consideration the large num~>er of outstandmg 
claims against the State for laud as a recompense for military 
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i;ervices rendered under the late Republic, as well as other im­
portant mattera connected with the duties of the Adjutant 
General, and the ver,r large collection of Yalnable archives per­
taining to the War Department of the late Republic that are 
now in the charge of that officer, I would strongly reco1mnend 
to your Honorable Bodies the continuation of that office, as an 
indispensable requisite for the proper discharge of tlie duties 
perto.ining to it. 

From tho representation of Col. Gillet of the rapidly incrcas• 
ing business of his office, and the consequent necessity, I 1·e­
commended him to employ the services of some efticieut 
gentleman to assist him in the capacity of clerk; which the Oo­
lonel has done, .and not only thereby accomplished much that 
could not otherwise have been effected, but rendered the State 
very valuable service in the arrangment of the voluminous pa­
pers under his charge. As no legislative provision has been 
made to meet the expenditure thereby incurred, I respectfully 
recommend an appropriation for that purpose, which shall be 
deemed by your Honorable Bodies, as sufficient to reimbm•;,e 
the Adjntant General for his outlay on tlrn.t account,and to pro­
vide for the future services of his cle1·k, should it be considered 
advit!a.ble to continue them. 

Among other suggestions submittted by the Adjutant Gene­
ral that appear to me important and worthy of consideratio11, is 
the recommendation for the repeal of that clause in the law 
governing the issue of land warrants fo1· military services, that 
requires the countersignature of a field officer to captains' di~ 
charges of men who served under then>. The rea~ous given 
in bit; Report seem so satisfactory, that I 1ires11me the Legisla­
ture will remove the bar, which, under the present law, en­
tirely excludes many just and meritorious claims. 

In reference to the continually inc1·easing necessity for some 
provision for the proper storage of the arms furnished to thC 
State by the United States, I will only draw the })articular at­
tention of your Honorable Budks to tlrnt J)ortion of the Adju­
tant General's Report relating to the su~icct,, in (,i•dei· that such 
arrangements may be made in the J)remises as shall "be deemed 
advisable. 

The Report is interesting, and reflect;; the ltigl1cst creditp<•ll 
tlie discharge of the duties pertaining to the Adjutant General·\ 
office. 

The Attorney General's Report not having been received, 
the Executive is unable to inform your llonorable Bodies of the 
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situation of the several suits, now pending in Judicial Oourts, 
in which the State is an iutercsted party. 

As required by law, the Directors of tho State Penitentiary 
Liani tmnsmitted their biennial Report of the affairs of that 
institution which is herewith transmitted, marked E, No. 1 to 4. 

Thts report, though in detail, and volmninons, will amply 
repay the labor of investigation, as it gives a flattering account 
of the present situation and future pro,-pects of that invaluable 
institution. By the judicious management of the Directors, 
the Superintendent and the Agent, its fiscal affail's have mate­
rially improved, as it has not only recovered from its former 
embarra5sment, but is reprei,euted as being able to meet every 
present contingency. It will, tliereforc, only require such an 
appropriation from your Honorable Bodies as shall be deemed 
suff:cient to meet its current, though incrnasing expenses. 

With a laudable anxiety for the advancement of the interests 
vf the Penitentiary, and the desire tl1at the State should, as far 
as practicable, l)e relieved from the burthen of its support, tbe 
Directors have renewed a suggestion, submitted in their former 
1·eport for the establishment of I\ cotton factory within its walls, 
which would employ all tlte convicts, aud exclude mechanical 
pursuits; the reasons o.dvancP,d by them in support of the 
change they propose to make in the Penitentiary are, that on tl1e 
one hand the labor of the convict would not interfere with the 
mechanics of the country, and, consequently, that the spirit of 
the 1aw in re1ation to the subject would be _greatly benefitted 
in a fiscal point of view, as the institution could then be ma.de 
to bear its own expenses, or, o.t least, realize a much larger 
revenue than under the present system. 

In 01·der to obtain some information in the matter and be the 
better able to judge of its advisability, I requested Jolrn S. 
Besser1 Esq., the .Agent of our Penitentia1·y, to visit those of 
Louisiana and Mississippi, where I understood they had estab­
lished cotton facto1·ies; the result of his examination is given in 
his communication to this dopartment of the 29th October last, 
which will be found accompanying, marked-. , 

Relative to the snggt!stion, after mature consideration of all 
its bearin"s, I can only recommeud its partial adoption. The 
State Pe1~tentiary was instituted us one of the adjuncts of tbe 
criminal code of the country, for the suppression of crime and 
the protection of the morals of society ; and, to properly effect 
this, it appear;; to me that the reformati,.m of the convict con­
stitutes the only certain means whereby the object of its insti­
tution can be accomplished. From a close examination of tho 
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causes of crimes, and the experience to be derived frum similar 
establishments in our sister Dtatcs and other parts of the w01·ld, 
it will be found, that nothing has had a more beneficial effect 
on the moral and physical health of their nnfortnnate inmates 
than the habitual and steady occupancy of some 1ucclianical 
1mrsuit whfoh woukl afti:ml them the certain prospect of an 
honest and respectable livelihood when they emerged from the 
"'ails of their prison. All other considerations should give 
place to these, or t!te intention of such institutions will be 
defeated, and t!ie State as well as the individual, i11 reality: nre 
loser. 

I will, therefore, only recommend that a cotton factory he 
established in the Penitentiary, which will employ lrnlf of the 
convict labor existing there, and the othe1· half to he disti-ib­
ntcd in mechanical pmsuits, under such regulations as may be 
deemed most advisable ; it will then be fonnd that the convicts 
will not sensibly interfci-e with, or affect the mechanical inter­
ests of the country, and that they will haYe the chance when 
they leave, of making themselves good and nsefnl membt!rs of 
society. 

I cannot close this notice _of the Penitentiary witliout ex­
pressing my satisfaction at "the very efficient manner in which 
its affairs have been con<lneted lly the Superi11tenclent and 
Agent, under the watchful supervision of the Boar<l of Directors. 

In connection with the Penit,mtiary, I deem it proper to 
notice a suggestion which has been made to me, viz : that in 
case of a conviction in the :Fed~i-al Court of tliis State, for 11.u 
offence against the laws of the United States, where the sen­
tence was imprisonment to hard labor, such sentence could not 
be executed in our State Penitentiary witbont some Legislative 
enactment on the subject. I would, therefore, recommend the 
passage of a law granting tbc use of onr Penitentiary for such 
convicts upon the same terms and conditions ns :we granted in 
other States for the like pri\'ilege. 

Since my occupancy of the Executive chair, I have l1ad 
occasion, in morn communications than one, to call the atten­
tion of the Legislature to that important article of the Consti­
tution which rdates to the great cause of .Education; and, in 
doing so, by all pertinent suggestions and appeals to imp1 ess 
upon that body the necessity of an early foltilment of its first 
section, by setting on foot and maturing some practicable nnd 
liberal system of popular education. Upon this subject I shall 
feel that my duty to the State has been folly discl1arged, wl1en, 
in fo1lowing up a reference I had the honor to make in a com-
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munication of the 10th of N oYem 1er, 1851, relative to tbe 
fifty leagues of land to be smve_yed and set apart for t.110 en­
dowment of two Universities, I recommended, as I now do, a 
liberal appropriation of means for the establishment aud main­
tenance of two Colleges, or Uni ve, sities, to be located at such 
eligible points as may best subsen-e the iuterests and conve­
nience of the two grand divisions of the State. Such appro­
priation to be emplc,ycd ill alldition to that already set apart hy 
the fourth section of an Act appro,·ed January 26th, 183\J. 
This recommendation is made'in the full confidence tlmt the 
present is n highly favorable time for the commencement of 
these estal,lishmeuts, whether we consider the capability of the 
State to provide the necessary means for so wise a pmpose, or 
the very best application of those means. 

I should <lo viulencc to my own feelings, and omit an act of 
sheer justice to a worthly set of officers in the J·udicial and 
Executirn branches of the GoYcrnment, if I failed to 8!!ain 
urge upon the Legislature, at its present session, the immediate 
adoption of measures fur an increased compensation to tl1ese 
gentlemen. 

I am sat.i&ficd that a proposed amendment of tlrn Constitu• 
tion for an increase of tl1e salaries of the Governor of the State, 
and ~lie Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, would 
receivn the cordial snpport of tlie people. These are public 
sen·ants, selected by the people themsehes on acconnt of tl1eir 
SU})poscd higl1 mental und moi-al fitneES to discharge tlie most 
eacred trnsts; and such qnidifications presnppose years of men• 
tal toil aud di.;cipliuc. • Tlie duties of the Judges, pmtieularly 
of the Snprerne Court, are continually increasing and becoming 
more oneruns; especially i:.incc the branching of the Court, 
ha-ve their 111e11tal and pliysical labors been greatly augmented. 
Their l)ersmrnl expenses are in like manner increased; aud it 
is from a thorciugh conviction of its jnstncss, that I am now 
induced to ur:;c upon the Legislature the propriety of adPpting 
the e:irlest measures for their relief. In reference to the Exe­
cutive, I am sustained in the suggession which I now make, 
from the experience drawn from an rJflicial service of fou1· years, 
and I as~ure you, in all candor, with a lean salary, and without 
the abili y uftorded by personal means, I have felt regret aucl 
deep hurniliation from my inability to dispense those kindnesses 
and generons hospitalities to strangers visiting the Capitol, and 
to my follow-citizens and friends, prompted alike by my own 
feelings so befitting the Executive heau ,.f every ~tate, and call­
ed for by the w ecedents of most ot the older members of tho 
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Union. Alluding to the subject in a former message, I had the 
honor to state. 

"The fifth section of tl1e fifth article of tLe Constitution, 
which provides that the compensation of the Governor shall 
not be increased nor diminished during the term for which l1e 
shall have been elected, entirely rclie~~es me from any feeling 
of delicacy, which otherwise would exist, in rccommendi11g, as 
I now do, an increase of the salal'ies of all the officers aud 
their clerks, connected with the Executive Department of the 
State Government. My pei·sonal connection with the various 
officers for the last two years has enabled me to ascertain clear­
ly the inadequacy of the existin;; salaries, and the consequent 
em harrassment, if not injustice, which results to the ,·ery intel­
ligent and efficient individltals employed in them. J <lo not 
forget that it is my duty to regard, and as far as it is in my pow­
er, to encourage a just system of economy in ever.)' department 
of tliis gon:rnmet; nM can I fo1·get the reciproctil ob!igation 
that always exists between the competent officer or agent mn 
plo_ycd in carrying- on the government and t.he go\·emment 
itself; and I do not a<lmit that it is a just, but co11sider it as a 
false economy on the part of a government which. with the 
capacity to do so, fails to prutect its honest aud capable publil! 
servanta by providing such salaries and foes as will not only 
meet their necessary annual expenditures, but as will enable 
those who are provident and economical to guard against di~ 
ordinary accidcuts and vicissitudes of lite. 

"0111· State, in its present position, possesses an ample field, 
and stands in need of all the talent and energy that can be 
brought to her assistance, in tlie conduct of all her affairs, to 
eilsurn her successful progress and continued prosperity; and 
no means will pruvc more conducive to the fmtherance of 
this great end, than t.he establishment of such a system of 
rcnmncration, which, while at the Eamc time jnst and equit­
able to the State a11d her officers and agents, will induce and 
secure the services of those who 1-10ssess the largest share of 
energy and capability. The policy of the older States in 
reference to tliis matter, and wI1ich uniformly ensures a just 
and liberal equivalent for the services of faithful public ser­
vants, it appears to me, confirms the opinion I have exp1·ess!.!d, 
and and induces me to draw ti1e favorable attention of your 
H onorable Body to the subject." 

In pressing this recommendation as I most earnestly do, I 
adopt, with pleasure the language of Gov. Helm, of Kentucky, 
to the Legislature of that State: "I deny that it is either just 
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or proper to make the allowance to a public officer, barely 
sufficient to meet his necessary yearly expenditures. Men 
should employ the vigor of mauhood in acquiring the means 
of support in advanced age. They must gmLrd against penury 
and want when they are no longer able to labor. Wise men 
plant the tree in the days or'tbcir youth, that sl1all shelter 
and protect them on their road to the grave." 

I freely record my tcsti nion;v of the capability, efficiency and 
gentlemanly bearing of our officers. It is no undue compliment 
to say, that those at the head of Ilnreans, and their assistants 
generally, are entitled to the award of lrnving performed their 
laborious duties in the most faithful and enlightened manuer . 

.Although in a prohationary term as a State, and consequent­
ly without the confidence and expet·ience which an older mem­
bership would give, I ventmc to introduce to your notice a11d 
for youL" consideration, a subject which, it seems to me from 
ita very nature, addre8scs itself to our people and government 
as one for their especial patronage. 

· The genial nature of our cli:natc, acting upon a soil of unsur­
passed fertility, produces spontaneously the most abundant and 

· luxurious grasses in every variety; and those of our citizens, 
even oflitnited means, who desire to make im·estmcnts in the 
raising of live stock, posses1; e,·ery facilit_y with ve1·y little 
expense in making ~he experiment. With the agriculturist it 
is different. But fow can afford the cost of experiments or 
await their result. Texas unites, with lier prescut populated 
limits, a climate and soil adapted to almost every staple culti­
vated in the Union. Sngm· remunerates our vlanters largely 
in our coast counties, where water transportalion is accessible 
and cheap. Cotton, which ben.rs land carriage, is the great 
staple of the State ; aud ex1)erience proves that from the coast 
to Red River, every portion of the conntry may, if necessary, 
lean upon this single product; not only without dread of failure, 
but with the assurance of remunerating crops. Wheat for sev­
eral years has becu grown in the north-eastern section, and 
with an astonishing yield. Both quantity and weight arc as­
certained to be largely beyond tl1e average of' that culture in 
tbc older States. The early period of its maturity would give 
to Texas, if she possessed the necessary faciliti es for transpor­
tation, superior adrantages to that of any portion of' the Umted 
States. At a time when the gra.in of the commercial world was 
damaged and unsaleable, she could supply the dcffciency, and 
thereby make this leading staple a source of unlimited wealth. 

With the present extension of commerce, Texas wheat at our 
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Gulf ports, in llay or June, would be in demand, not only in 
our home markets, but for those of Europe; and would com­
mand precedence-over every other crop, until ihe N 01-thern and 
Western States began, in July and August, to compete. 

Although tobacco has not yet become a staple among ue, its 
culture has been tested, and, to a limited extent, many intelli­
gent citizcus believe it would remunerate largely; and, besides 
supplying our own wants, and keeping our means in home cir­
culation, the markets of Mexico would be ours, almost exclu 
sivel,r, from our proximity and the cbeavness of land carriage 
among t.liat people. Sisal hemp is believed to be we11 adapted 
to our climate, and its production would have a home market 
to foster it. Besides its uses for bagging nnd bale rope, through­
out the South, il would fumish a valuab1e cordage for shipping 
and other purposes. A part, however, from these, and various 
other products whicli our climate and soil are capable of yield­
ing, tl1e subject of fencing our vast nnd fertile prairies, has at­
tracted the attention of some of our enterprising people. 

A very large portion of our territory is without timber, and 
it is well known that this constitutes tl1e body of our richest 
soils. Various substitutes for timber for fencing purposes have 

. been suggested, and tested to a limited exte11t1 but there are 
few of our citizens whose resources would justi(y the delay and 
cost of experiment. 

In view then of its practical utility to a large mnss of . our 
citizens in testing the capacity of the different soils, and the 
products best adapted to each, I have no hesitation in suggest­
ing an experimental farm, owned by the State, with a central 
locality, supported by annual appro1)riations, and conducted by 
an experienced and skillful farmer, whose duty it should 
be to publish, at stated periods, the result of all experiments 
made. 

The subject is respectfully submitted. 
I have thns, gentlemen, noticed some of tl1e transactions of 

our State Government in as succinct a manner as I was able, 
consistentl_y with their importance, and brought to your atten­
tion several topics of primary int<Jrest, worthy, in my estima­
tion, of your careful consideration. 

In a few days my official relation to the L egislature, as Gov­
ernor of Texas, will cease, at which time tbe contingency an­
ticipated in the twelfth section of the fifth article of the Con­
stitution, and }Jrovided for therein, will }awe arisen, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor will then exercise the power and authori­
ty appertaining to the o~ce of Governor, until the period ar• 
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rives for the ini;tallation of the Go,·ernor elect. As there are 
110 formalities prescribed, or 11ecessary, in withdrn,wing from 
thit position, beyond a mere official notification of the fact, it is 
not probable that another occasion will present itself, to enable 
me to express to the people of Texas, th1·ough their Represen• 
tatives, as I now desire you to do, the deep se11se of gratitude 
I ente1·tain, for the marked confidence and partiality they have 
on so many occasions manifested towards mo, by entrusting to 
my charge, at critical periods, responsibilities and duties of the 
gravest an<l most interesting character. Our State, in its wide 
scope, has possessed, and now possesses varied and complex 
interests, which, in hc1· public councils, have often giYe11 rise 
to diverse and conflicting views. In perform in~ the multiplied 
labors devolving on me as hel' Chief Execnti ve .1\-fagistrate, my 
course has been directed by no other motil'es than those for 
the public weal, mergin~ personal considerations, and, as far 
as possible, sectional and local prE;iudiccs; witl1 a sincere de-

. sire under an independent, faithfnl and foarless discharge of 
every duty, to ad,•ancc tho domestic and internal affairs of our 
State. How far I have succeeded in these efforts, can be best 
determined after a careful inqnil'y into the actual condition of 
the State at the period of my as;;uming Executive duties, and 
then looking to the greatly increased and still increasing hap­
piness and prosperity with "'·hich we are surrounded. tet the 
parallel be fairly run and I cheerfully abille yonr decision and 
that of oul' common co:-,stitnonts. 

It shonld be recollected by my fellow-citizens, in making an 
estLmate of my humble public sc1·viccs, that their partialit_y 
transferred me directly from the camp to the cabinet. I re 
sponded to their call with no relnctance, lmt that growiug out 
of a serious distmst of my abilities; and shonl<l I brwe failed 
(and I trnst I Lave not) to fulfil their just expectations, tLey 
will, in the same gcnel'ous confidence which theiy exercised in 
callin(I' me to serve them, ascribe m_v faults not to neglect, or 
intentional error, but to the want of wisdom nnd experience. 
'.rhat I have committed errors, there is no <loubt; and that I 
have failed in some particulars to press measures and to em­
plo,y means best calculated for public advantage, there is quite 
as little; but I am sustained in the belief that no wrong or 
vicions motives are asc1·ibed to me in any quarter, and I have 
great reason to believe that the mass of my fellow-citizens award 
to me the credit of having de,•oted my best powers and ener­
gies, under tbe limited al1thority I possessed, for the dernlop · 
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ment, as well as tor the political and monil improvement whicil 
our State w much needed. 

Yon, gentlemen, hiive before you a field for your labors, 
hroad and favorable, almost without an example. The spfrit 
ot the age is progressive: and, as far as is consistent with prn• 
dencc and sagacity, let it be cncom·aged; but banish, I beseech 
you, from your councils, all visionary and utopian schemes. 
Especially I invoke you to drini from ;your mid,,t all selfish, 
sectional and ignoble foclinn.s. If the age is J)rog1·essive it 
should also be utilitarion. '\v e have position and name, and 
v.e ha\'e means. Let the first be guar<led, even with jealousy ; 
and the latter employed with judgment and care. 

It ia your part to assist, nud,·r singularly folicitons circum• 
stances in the erection of a uohle superstructure upon a founda­
tion that l1as been layed by the sacrifices of Patriots, most of 
whom have passed to their reward. When, therefore, you are 
in tLe prcJgress of your oflicial labors, l1aye a respect for the 
past, and look with manly and philosophic calmness to the fu. 
ture. 

I salute yon, gentlemen, with respect nnd kindness, and 
when the time arrives for me to termim~te my official relation 
with yon, I shall do so with regret. ' 

I sincerely trnst that under the direction and support of a 
kind and overruling Providence, yom deliberations may be 
charactet·ised by harmony, prudence and foresigLt, and the l'C­

snlt of your labors c1·owned with memorable success. 
P . II. DELL. 

011 motion nf Mr. Rarl, the Senate returned to their chnmber. 
The time having arrived for the election of a President prn 

tun., the Senr\te proceeded to ballot for snid officer. 
Senators Hart and Dnrst were nppoimed tellers. 
There being no nomioutions, the ballot W.lS taken, which re­

:.rn lied as fo II o ws : 
Mr. Tnylor received twelve votes, Mr. J ,)wcrs three, Mr. Scott 

eight, Mr. McDnde one, Mr. Poller two) and Mr. Ga!le two. 
-No one Senntor having received a majority of all the votes, 

the Sennte proceeded ton second ballotinz; when :Mr. Taylor 
received sixteen votes, Mr. Scott eight, Mr. Jowers three, and 
Mr. Gage one vote. 

:Mr. Tnylor huving received a m3jority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adJotnned until h,,lf past 
two o'clock P . M. 
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IIAu' PAST 2 o'cLocK, P. M. 
Senate mel-rol! catled-quorom present, 
Mr. Allen offered the following resolmion : 
ReBolved, That the c.ommitt"ee on Prir.ling and Contin11e11t 

Expenses he instructed to contrnct for lhe priuting- of " 
copies of 1he Governor's Messnge; nnd snch number of the 
accornpanyin~ docume11ts as sRid committee may deem neces­
sary for the use of the Senate, 

On m1Jtio11 of Mr. Scot!, the r11le requiring resolutions 10 ]1:1y 
on the table oo~ day, was snspended. 

On rw,uon of Mr. Kyle, the bla11k was filled with one thousand. 
The resolutio11 was then adopted. 
011 motion nf Mr. Kyle, Mr. Armstron!:\' wns added to the com­

mittf.P. on lndiun Affairs. 
Mr. Donne 1noveri that two hundred nnd fifty copies of the 

G()vemor's Messag-e be printed in the Germnn IMguage, and 250 
in the Spani~h; cnrried. 

Mr. Holland introduced the fol lowin!!' resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing be instrnct­

ed If contrnet for caries of the State Gazette and South 
Western American, during the present session, for th!! use of each 
memhet' of the Senarn. 

Mr. Allen mow•d n suspension of the rule; lost. 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate took n recess mllil three 

o'clock. 
Recess expired, the Sen11te was en lied to order and repaired to 

the l-lepresentRtive Hall for the purpose of electing 11 Public 
Printer. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 
The roll of both houses being called, nnd n quorum present, 

the Lcg-islatllre proceeded to the ·election of a Public Printer. 
Nomi11ntio11s being in order, Mr. Holland nomin11ted .Mr. J. W. 

Hampton; Mr. Lott nominated l\'lessrs. Ford & Walker. 
Mr. Taylor was appointed teller on the port of the s~nate. 
The vote being- taken viva voce, the following Senators voted 

for Mr. Hampton' : 
~1essrs, Bryan, IJ11r1..:s, Gmnn, Hart, Hill, Holland. 1\foAnelly, 

McDnde, Millican, Newman, Potter, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor 
and W cntherford-15. . 

'l'he followin!:l" Senators V()ted for Messrs. Ford & Walker: 
M essrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Durst, Edwards, Gage, 

Jowers, I(yle, Lou, Martin, Paschal, Snblett, Snperviele and 
Whilnker-14. 
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On the pnrt of the House, Mr. Hampton recei vetl fihy votes, 
nnd Messrs. Ford & Wnlker received thirty-one votes. 

Mr. Hnmpton having received n mujority of all the votes, was 
dee lured duly elected Public Prinier. 

The Senate returned lo their chamber, nr,d, 011 motion c,f Mr. 
Hart, adjourned until 9 o'clock to-nvnrow morning. 

THURSDA v, November 10, 1S53. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment-roll called-quorum present, 

'l'he journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
"'~r. Lott preseuted the petition of i:undry citizens of Smi1h, 

asking relief for Dr. D. l>. Fowler, which was, on motion of Mr. 
Loll, referred to the committee ou Finance. 

Mr. Millican presented the petition of John P,11rick, which 
was, on motion of Mr. Millican, referred to the committee on 
Private Lnnd Clnims. 

~Ir. Donne presented the pe1i1ion of sundry citizens of Ysletu: 
asking relief; 011 motion of Mr. Doane, refel'red to the commiuee 
or, Public Lauds. 

Mr. Potter iutrodnced a. bill for the relief of James McGloin; 
rend first time. · 

Mr. Lott intro<lllccd n bill to in..-:orporn!e the Graud 1\!mple of 
Honor of the State of 'J'exas, and snbordinatt: Teinples nuder its 
jn risd iction ; rend first ti 1n4-!. 

Mr. Lott intioducrd n joint rcsoiutinn to provide for amending 
the 3llth section of the gennml provisions of the Consti tntion ; 
rend first time, 

Mr. Potter otfeied the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee 011 State Affairs be reqnested lo 

examine iuto the propnety of providing for a geological survey 
of the State, 1111d report thereon 1 by bill or otherwise, at 11s early 
a day as prnctirable. 

Mr. Hart offered the following; re~olution: 
Uesolved, By the Senatr., th,1t the Governor be requestrd to 

fn rnish the ~ennte with tile report of the Commissioners and Su­
perintendent of the Car1itol, according t? the 8th nn~ 10th Sf'c­

tions of nn act to prov1d~ for the erection of u Capitol for the 
State of Texas. 

l\'fr. Guinn offered the following re~olntion: 
Resolved, Tlrnt the cotumittee on Printing nnd Contingent 

Expenses be instructed to make arrangements to pay the Post-


